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Thelran Deal and Coming Conflicts

by Kamran Bokhari - June 15, 2026

The U.S.-Israeli war against Iran is reportedly over. The prime minister of Pakistan, which has been
mediating the conflict, announced June 14 that an agreement has been reached. U.S. President
Donald Trump has since confirmed. Details will be available in the coming days.

Nevertheless, the war has already created the conditions for the next phase of regional competition.
Washington’s objective is not merely to constrain Iran but to establish a security order in which
regional allies assume greater responsibility as the United States reduces its direct military
commitments. Yet that vision faces a major obstacle: Washington’s partners there are divided by rival
agendas, making a cohesive regional architecture far more difficult than confronting Iran alone.
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On June 14, U.S. President Donald Trump said the U.S.-Iranian agreement remains on track despite
Israel’s strike in Beirut and Tehran’s threat of retaliation. Trump told Axios he was caught off guard
when advisers informed him of the Israeli operation, which occurred as Washington was trying to
finalize a deal with Iran. While acknowledging that Hezbollah had attacked Israel first, Trump noted
that the incident caused no casualties and inflicted little damage — tacitly questioning the necessity of
Israel’'s response. Later, Trump less tacitly told Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that he
questioned his judgment.

The agreement is proving far more difficult than securing a ceasefire. The main challenge stems from
the fact that while the U.S. and Israel fought the war together, the negotiations to end it are taking
place primarily between Washington and Tehran. Israel is not directly participating in the bargaining
process that will shape the postwar order. As a result, Israeli leaders remain concerned that any
agreement could put Iran in a position to parlay battlefield losses into diplomatic gains.

The friction between the U.S. and Israel reflects deeper differences in the strategic objectives that
brought the two allies into the war. The U.S. wanted to eliminate a viable pathway for Iran to acquire
nuclear weapons while ensuring that it did not obstruct broader U.S. efforts to reduce its military
burden in Eurasia — an objective that ultimately required a negotiated settlement with Tehran. Israel
wanted regime change. In that sense, tensions over the emerging agreement are less a product of
the negotiations themselves than the result of competing objectives that brought about war in the first
place.

The challenge for Washington will be to strike a balance between securing an agreement with Iran,
its adversary, and addressing the security concerns of Israel, its closest regional ally. The future of
Hezbollah is crucial in this regard. Though degraded, the group is still supported by Iran and is still
the dominant force in Lebanese politics. Given its entrenched position, neither the neutralization of
Iran’s nuclear ambitions nor the degradation of its ballistic missile capabilities will be enough to
reassure Israel, especially if Tehran emerges from the negotiations with access to billions of dollars
in financial relief. Washington will, however, want to try to make sure that Iran doesn’t use access to
resources to rebuild its military capabilities and revive its regional proxy network. After all, [ran may
feel newly emboldened by its demonstrated ability to strike Israel and the Gulf Arab states, disrupt
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, and secure economic concessions.

This is no easy task. If viable, the deal will have to go far beyond Iran’s nuclear program and address
the far more complex challenge of constraining Tehran'’s regional proxy network, especially
Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Iranian-aligned militias in Iraq. That broader regional focus helps
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explain why Washington folded Iraq into the portfolio of the U.S. ambassador to Turkey, who also
serves as special envoy to the Levant, effectively linking the Iranian, Iraqi, Lebanese and Syrian
theaters into a single diplomatic-security framework.

Yet even as Washington and its partners grapple with the challenge of drawing down the current
conflict, a new geopolitical contest is already emerging. Although the Islamic Republic has survived
two years of war and is likely to gain access to fresh financial resources under the settlement, it will
be preoccupied with mounting domestic social, political and economic pressure, limiting its ability to
fully restore its regional position. The resulting vacuum is being filled by Turkey, whose influence
expanded dramatically in Syria after its allied Islamist movement, led by President Ahmed al-Sharaa,
overthrew the Assad regime in December 2024. This was made possible largely by Hezbollah’s
degradation. At the same time, Israel’'s deployment into southern Syria to establish a buffer zone has
effectively brought Israeli and Turkish spheres of influence into direct contact, setting the stage for a
new arena of strategic competition.

Turkey and the Turkish-backed Syrian government share with the U.S. and Israel an interest in
seeing Hezbollah disarmed in Lebanon. However, Turkish-Israeli relations have deteriorated
significantly during the 23-year rule of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, reflecting a broader clash of
regional visions and interests. As Turkey emerges as a major geopolitical actor throughout the
Middle East, Eurasia and parts of Africa, its support for the Palestinian cause and continued ties
with Hamas have deepened Israeli concerns. Many within Israel’s national security establishment
increasingly see Ankara as the successor to Tehran as the principal state-based challenge in the
region. Compounding Israel’s concern is the fact that Turkey is a close U.S. ally that is aligning more
closely with Saudi Arabia and coordinating with a wider network of regional partners, including Egypt,
Jordan and Qatar, as well as outside actors such as Pakistan and Azerbaijan.

Unlike Iran, whose regional strategy has been to leverage radical Islamist non-state actors, Turkey’s
geostrategy centers on expanding influence through state institutions and strengthening allied Arab
governments. Post-Assad Syria serves as the clearest example. To the extent that Hezbollah’s grip
on Lebanon weakens and a more representative political order emerges, Beirut is likely to gravitate
toward the influence of Ankara and Riyadh rather than Tehran. From Washington’s perspective,
regardless of how Iran’s internal trajectory unfolds, a new regional alignment anchored by Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Pakistan will ultimately need to reach an accommodation with Israel, which
is the strategic logic underpinning the Abraham Accords. The difficulty, however, is that these states
are unlikely to normalize relations with Israel indefinitely without meaningful movement on the
Palestinian issue. This has been a non-starter for several successive Israeli governments.
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Israel is entering a period of domestic political change amid highly polarized conditions ahead of the
upcoming October elections, and it remains unclear how these internal dynamics will ultimately
shape its strategic posture. Regardless of the electoral outcome, sustaining the containment of Iran
will require continued U.S.-Israeli coordination to construct a new regional balance of power involving
Turkey and key Arab states. At the same time, Turkey and Saudi Arabia (not to mention other Arab
actors) bring distinct and often competing interests that will need to be reconciled before any stable
regional framework can take hold.

So, while a peace agreement between the U.S. and Iran may be in place, the Middle East is now
defined by multiple intersecting fault lines separate from Iran that will shape regional geopolitics over
the long term while complicating Washington’s objective of strategic retrenchment.
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