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Plans by Dubai port operator DP World to expand port infrastructure on the eastern seaboard of
United Arab Emirates should be understood as part of a Gulf-wide effort to reduce strategic
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dependence on the Strait of Hormuz following the severe disruptions triggered by the Iran war.
Across the region, governments and energy firms are accelerating investments in alternative
pipelines, ports and overland corridors designed to reroute trade and hydrocarbon exports away from
the vulnerable maritime chokepoint. Saudi Arabia is expanding its reliance on the East-West pipeline
to the Red Sea, the UAE is strengthening its logistical footprint in Fujairah and Iraq is exploring new
export routes through Syria and Turkey, underscoring a regional reassessment of long-standing
assumptions about freedom of navigation in the Gulf.

Although these initiatives enhance resilience, they cannot fully replace the strait’'s central role in
global energy markets, as existing bypass infrastructure possesses only a fraction of Hormuz'’s
export capacity and remains exposed to other security threats, including attacks in the Red Sea. The
UAE'’s decision to pursue a dual port-pipeline strategy reflects the recognition that economic security
requires redundancy rather than reliance on a single hub such as Jebel Ali. More broadly, the conflict
has transformed infrastructure planning from a purely commercial undertaking into a matter of
national security and geopolitical competition. The sharp decline in maritime traffic through Hormuz
demonstrates that the economic consequences of regional instability extend far beyond the
battlespace and are reshaping the strategic geography of the Middle East. Ultimately, the emerging
network of ports, pipelines and transport corridors signals that Gulf states increasingly view the
diversification of trade routes not as a temporary response to the current crisis but as a permanent
adaptation to an era of sustained confrontation with Iran.
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