@ GEOPOL'T'CAL Keeping Fhe future in focus
FUTURES https://geopoliticalfutures.com

Tight Election in Moldova

by Geopolitical Futures - October 29, 2024

Moldova's Balance Between

[ )
Russia & Europe  «cnver o
v

Vote to add EU accession
to constitution

Transnistria

Yes

50.46%

Chisinau
Diaspora Vote

20 40 60 80
PERCENT

Majority in favor of EU accession

Preliminary Presidential Vote

Chicy Other
Tarlev

Furtuna

Gagauzia

Russia-aliined candidate Europealiined candidate

Diaspora Vote Furtuna

Stoianoglo | Tarlev

Sandu

Stoianoglo

[i] 20 40 50 80 Wahypg
PERCENT

Source: Central Electoral Commission of the Republic of Moldova ® 2024® Geopolitical Futures

(click to enlarge)

In the first round of Moldova’s presidential election, pro-Western incumbent Maia Sandu led but did
not secure an outright win, prompting a runoff against pro-Russian challenger Alexandr Stoianoglo. A
referendum on whether to add the goal of EU membership to the constitution passed narrowly with
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50.46 percent approval, driven largely by diaspora support. The voting patterns highlight a stark
divide: pro-European sentiment dominates urban and central areas, while northern, southern and
border regions lean pro-Russian.

These elections are pivotal for Moldova’s EU ambitions and internal stability. Pro-European leaders
face obstacles like public discontent and fatigue with economic reform, which pro-Russian
candidates may exploit to present themselves as alternatives. Even against a unified pro-Russian
opposition, Sandu could achieve a narrow victory. If so, pro-Russian forces are likely to intensify
efforts, especially with parliamentary elections next year. A stronger pro-Russian showing could test
Moldovans’ resolve to join the EU once again.
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