@ GEOPOL'T'CAL Keeping Fhe future in focus
FUTURES https://geopoliticalfutures.com

State and Nonstate Forcesin Africa

by Geopolitical Futures - June 25, 2021

FORCES PRESENT IN AFRICA

TUNISIA

ALGERIA

""" MAURITANIA

ANV attack] f T e Y =
=Y " =
= N ok _n

>

GUINEA- .
BISSAU  gepna

LEONE

ETHIOPIA

NTRAL AFRICAN
wun- REPUBLIC

attacks

FOREIGN MILITARY
PRESENCE | 2021

R " RliRuNpi
. I Belgium DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
BBy ISLAMIC STATE PROVINCES AND o THECONED TANZANIA =
RIVAL AL-QAIDA AFFILIATES' o —
Turkey AREAS OF OPERATIONS IN AFRICA SEYCHELLES- —
- . MARCH 2017-MAY 2020 D AT
China ISCAP (Mozar
® Japan al Shabab
: UAE @ Islamic State Somalia TR
® ISWAP (Islamic State
I l France West Africa Province
Russi
E —— ® JNIM (Jamaat Nasr al-Islam NAMBIA Sl
=S UK wal Muslimin
I b BOTSWANA g
i India ® Islamic State Algeria, Islamic _
E Saudi Arabia State Sinai and Islamic State Libya
BE= s @ ISCAP (Islamic State Central ESWATINI—
i Africa Province) Mozambique
o lsrael @ |SCAP Dem. Rep. of the Congo ——LESOTHO
F Mozambique SOUTH AFRICA
ISGS (Islamic State Greater
I Germany Sahara)

Sources|Institute for Security Studies | from article: "Proceed with cauﬁuﬂ:Afn’ca%gruwin fareign military presence” 2 : > e
The Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED) | from article “The Praspects of islamic State Expansion into Africa & an Analysis of State and Non-State Actor Strategies

GPF research © 2021 Geopolitical Futures

(click to enlarge)

Throughout the past century, sub-Saharan Africa has more often than not either been largely
ignored by outside powers or functioned uneasily as a proxy space for outside powers’ various
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battles. Three things tend to pull outside powers in: There's of course the continent’s abundance of
natural resources, from oil to minerals to timber to, more recently, undeveloped farmland. There are
concerns about nonstate threats spawning from the continent’s many ungoverned spaces,
particularly jihadism. Finally, there’s the global great-power competition that spills into the continent.
All three pull factors are currently in play, leading to a surge of attention from several heavy hitters
and aspiring powers alike — and, perhaps inevitably, a more crowded military environment.
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