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S June 1960 | Somaliland became an independent, sovereign state.
SOMALILAND FACTS PN L e ol
| -~ Puntland July 1960 | Somaliland chose to unite with Somalia with the aim

Capital: Hargeisa
Area: 177,000 sq km
Form of government:

of creating a “Greater Somalia” that would unite all Somalis in five
countries in the Horn of Africa.

Elected president & legislature; ETHIOPIA 1961 | Somalia betrayed the treaty that joined it with Somaliland by passing
appointed judiciary a different Act of Union in its National Assembly. The people of Somaliland
i 28 G had no say in the making of the constitution of the new Somali Republic.
Population: 5.7 million o
Languages: Somali, Arabic, English SOMALIA 1969 | Mohamed Siad Barre assumeddpower in a military coup.
Religions: Islam g * B_a;lrf Iebd a military di hip marked by widespread human
s rights abuses.
GDP: $3.3 billion (2021) o £
. 1987-1989 | In response to growin% oggosition,the Barre regime waged a targeted war
® ‘e on Somaliland, killing an estimated 200,000 civilians and displacing an estimated 500,000.
L]
&= =288 1991 | The former British Somaliland declared unilateral independence as Somaliland
@ ifnllawing Barre's ousting, which plunged the rest of Somalia into anarchy.
®
‘ 2001 | A referendum on a draft constitution affirming Somaliland's independence passed with
. more than 97% support.
@ 2006-08 | Al-Shabab asserted control over most of southern Somalia and grew its forces into the thousands.
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2016 | Somaliland celebrated 25 years of self-declared independence, though it remained unrecognized
internationally.

2024 | Ethiopia and Somaliland signed a memorandum of understanding for landlocked Ethiopia to use
one of Somaliland's ports. Somalia described the agreement as an act of "aggression".

2025 | Israel became the first country to formally recognize Somaliland's independence.
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi, Somaliland's president, believes Israel's decision could
encourage other nations to follow suit, boosting Somaliland's diplomatic credentials and
access to international markets.
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More than three decades after Somaliland claimed independence from Somalia, Israel became the

first country to recognize its separation. It

was a long road to get here. In the 19th century, the land

that is now Somaliland was colonized by Britain, while Italy controlled the rest of Somali territory.
Somaliland then briefly declared independence in 1960 during the wave of decolonization, before
uniting with Somalia as the Somali Republic. In 1981, militias from Somaliland coalesced to form the
Somali National Movement and fight the oppressive government in Mogadishu led by Gen. Mohamed
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Siad Barre. The Somaliland Independence War ended in 1991 when Barre’s regime fell and the SNM
declared the unilateral secession of the Republic of Somaliland.

Since that time, however, Somaliland has failed to win international recognition, despite its political
stability relative to Somalia. In January 2024, Ethiopia signed a long-term lease agreement for port
development with officials from Somaliland, apparently in exchange for recognition of the territory,
but Addis Ababa backtracked following criticism from other African countries. The UAE has also
invested significantly in the territory and uses it as part of its logistics network in the Horn of Africa.

For Israel, Somaliland offers an opportunity to complicate Turkey’s strategy in Somalia, and its
territory could even be used to strike Houthi targets across the Red Sea in Yemen. Other countries,
including the U.K. and U.S., may also recognize Somaliland’s independence, given the territory’s
strategically valuable location and relative stability.
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