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The Lobito Corridor is a planned 1,850-km (1,150-mile) railway connecting the Democratic Republic
of Congo to the Atlantic Ocean via Angola’s Port of Lobito, with an additional 500 km extension
linking Zambia to the main route. Announced in September 2023, this $1.7 billion project is a
partnership involving the EU, the U.S., African countries, the African Development Bank and other
stakeholders. The corridor aims to connect some of the world’s richest cobalt and copper mining
areas to global markets through the Atlantic, enhancing trade opportunities with the EU and U.S.
These minerals, essential for electric vehicles and battery production, are central to the EU and U.S.
strategy to build resilient supply chains, though China currently dominates in securing these
resources and producing batteries. In the DRC, for example, Chinese companies control 80 percent
of cobalt production, exporting it mainly via the east coast and Indian Ocean.

Zambia, the DRC and Angola anticipate reduced export costs, better global market access and
stronger regional trade through this project. However, the corridor remains in its early stages. The
pre-feasibility study for the Zambia-Lobito segment began in September 2022, and the project’s
success hinges on financing. Still, the initiative underscores the rising strategic importance of
securing critical minerals. The EU and U.S. have already committed substantial investments and will
be the main lenders alongside the African Development Bank and Africa Finance Corp. A recent
memorandum of understanding signed by seven stakeholders marks the start of preparatory work for
what could become a cross-continental railway linking Africa’s east and west coasts, potentially
delivering significant economic benefits to the region.
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